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“The Guild.and Its 
Aims ; 
HE . GIVIC: GUILD is 


2 | association of citizens 
WQS} united in the desire to ac- 
celerate the progress of civic improve-. 
ment. Its aim is to secure the carry- 
ing out in Toronto of a comprehensive 
‘: scheme of City Planning. It is work- 






























































a de ing for the improvement of thorough- 
ee d fares and of transportation facilities; 
ta for open spaces and wholesome 
Bae houses; for the preservation of public 
me ‘amenities; for all such measures as 


will add to the convenience, the 
health, the dignity and the beauty of - 
the City. Its policy is to co-operate 
with all bodies having similar aims; 
to stimulate and strengthen the action 
of public authorities; to press for ne= 
cessary legislative reforms; to inform 
public opinion; to foster the growing 
sw of these handsome electric tight CONSCIOUSNess Of civic responsibility 


standards have been instatled on the 


principal strests by the city's eleetrie- anc] the sentiment of civic pride. 
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F orewor d 
VILIZATION is in the hands of its cities. 


Responsibility of no mean order rests then upon 
Toronto, for it is destined to become the greatest 
British City in America. The desire for civic | 
betterment that found new expression in the Chicago - 
World's Fair, and has since swept over the cities 

- of Europe and America and is remaking many of- 
them, is just beginning to be felt in Toronto. 

City, Planning in its largest sense means the | 
improvement of the City physically. As with the 
individual, this is essential to’ industrial and com- 

mercial development, and no less essential to intellectual, moral and spiritual 
development. It is the object of City Planning to improve.the housing, the . 
means of communication, the opportunities for recreation and enjoyment, to 
enhance the beauty and dignity of the City and of the lives of its citizens. 

The Civic Guild, which for years has been as a voice crying in the 
wilderness,’ is keenly conscious of a remarkable awakening of interest among 
the citizens generally, in regard to the pressing problems of City Planning. 
To meet half way this expression of developing civic consciousness, civic 
pride and civic ambition, the Guild has undertaken an important enlargement 
of its working facilities, has opened an office, engaged a permanent Secretary, 
and will furnish monthly this journal as a bulletin of Guild work and of 
noteworthy civic development elsewhere. : 

The aim of the bulletin will be to keep the increasing number of Guild 
members in close touch with Guild work, and as a medium of information 
to create informed public opinion in regard to municipal improvement. It* 


will be sent free to every member of the Guild, and to non-members. for - 
50 cents a year. . 





Guild History 


The Civic Guild was organized May 2tst, 1897, as the Toronto Guild 
of Civic Art) Those present were Sir Edmund Walker, Mr. E. F. B. 
Johnston, Mr. Bernard McEvoy, Prof. James Mavor, Mr. L. R. O’Brien, 
Mr. G, A. Reid and Mr. W. A. Langton. Provincial incorporation was - 
secured and in the Charter the objects of the Guild were set forth as follows: 

“A purely supervising, consulting and advisory body to promote and 
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encourage civic art, including mural paintings and decorative sculptures, 

fountains and other structures or works of art or of an artistic character, and 

to arrange for the execution of works of art by competent artists to be chosen _ 
by competition or otherwise, and to hold exhibitions from time to time of 

works of art.” : 

For some years the Guild occupied itself mainly with plans for mural 
decoration of the City Hall and Parliament Buildings, and the historic panels 
by Mr. G. A. Reid that adorn the main corridor of the City Hall are the 
permanent result. However, the interest in the Guild work dwindled, and in 
1900 but eleven members paid their fees. 

Shortly before this time the movement for better City Planning which 
has been agitated in many European and American cities took root in the 
Architectural Eighteen Club ‘(now the Toronto Society of Architects). The 
Guild was prevailed upon to undertake actively the City Planning work, 
and a meeting was called in May, 1901, at which were present representa- 
tives of the following organizations: The Civic Guild, the Ontario Society 
of Artists, the Ontario Association of Architects, Canadian Institute, Engin- 
eers’’ Club, Board of Trade, Canadian Manufacturers Association, Civic 
Victorian Memorial Committee, Toronto Architectural Eighteen Club, 
Public School Art League. 

The campaign thus begun, resulted in the completion in 1908 of the 
Plan reproduced on the next page, showing the proposed northwestern and 
northeastern diagonals and a comprehensive system of parks, parkways, 
boulevards, playgrounds and driveways. The details for the northeastern’ 
diagonal intersections were very ably worked out by Sir Aston Webb, of 
London, but the rest of the work involved was done free of charge by the 
members of the Guild Plan Committee. To defray the cost, the Guild 
raised by private subscription $1,700, and the City Council contributed 
$1,000. The Plan was presented to the City and hangs in the east corridor 
of the City Hall, It is now loaned to the first Civic Planning Exhibition in 
Philadelphia, from May 17th to June 15th, held in conjunction with the 
-third Convention of the International City Planning Conference. 

During the intervening years, though the Guild has known its periods . 
of depression, its scope and methods have steadily broadened and 
become more practical. Now with a membership of nearly 400 it is looked 
to as the formative and dirécting influence in the work of securing the better 

’ planning and beautification of the City. Within the last few months there 
has been a very marked awakening of public interest and most gratifying 
approval of the Guild’s efforts, 
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Recent Work of the Civie Guild 


The Civic Improvement Committee which is now preparing a compre- 
hensive plan for the improvement and development of the City,-was ap- 
pointed by the City Council at the request of the Guild. 

The Guild rescued from defeat the project to widen St. Clair Ave., 
and is now co-operating with the City Engineer’s Department in laying out 
the widened street. 

The temporary rejection of the Bloor St. Viaduct by the citizens last 
January was due to the Guild’s representations that there was a much better 
way. Plans are now in course of preparation. : 

At the suggestion of the Guild the owners of the two important new build- 
ings occupying the block on the east side of Bay Street between King and 
Melinda Streets, harmonized their plans as to color and partially as to design. _ 

The Guild prepared plans for the seawall and lake-shore drive, which, . 
if adopted, will permit of the speedy completion of this great work at a very 
great reduction in the cost. 

The Guild is.opposing the construction by the G.T.R. of a large un- 
protected pier in the Humber River. 

At the recent session of the Legislature the Guild was active i in securing 
progressive municipal legislation. . 

The Guild has prepared for the Board of Trade a plan for increasing the 

. roadway allowance in front of the City Hall. 

The Guild is now endeavoring to bring about a very great improvement 
at the intersection of King and Yonge Streets, starting with the south-east 
corner, where the C.P.R. will erect a sixteen storey building, 

The Guild is now advocating the ornamentation of the subways under the 
G.T.R. viaduct at the entrances to High Park; the proper lighting. of the new 
high-level bridge over the Don at Queen Street; the widening of its eastern 
ramps and the extension in a straight line of River St. from Queen to King 
St. to disentangle the overlapping lines of traffic at that point and make a very 
much better approach to this long structure. 

The Guild learns that there is now an opportunity to widen Carlton and 
College Streets from Church St. to University Ave. at much less cost than 


it can ever be done later, and the Guild is now preparing plans for submis- 
sion to the Council. 
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The City Planning Movem'ent 


At the banquet of the Architectural League of New York, in 1906, 
to show how widespread was the City Planning movement, Mr. Frank Miles 
Day, speaking of civic improvement, drew from his pocket a letter from a 
town which none of those present, he ventured, liad ever heard of—Saska- 
toon. It was a request for advice on how the town should be laid out. 

The World’s Fair, Chicago, in 1893, started a wave of civic betterment 
that has swept this continent from Saskatoon to the City of Mexico. City 
Planning is as old as Nineveh, and in every age there has been some out- 
cropping of the desire for better conditions, more esthetic surroundings, for 
the sons of men herded together in urban communities. The movement which 
began at the Chicago World’s Fair is but another expression of this inherent 
desire for betterment, 

Cleveland's plan of a dignified and spacious civic centre is a direct result, 
and two of the most important buildings projected are now nearing completion. 
Another notable result is" the improvement of the City of Washington, 
involving already the reclamation of the Mail, the erection of the most stately 
railroad terminal on the Continent, and an aggregation of monumental Govern- 
ment buildings, carefully studied in relation to each other, that will bear com- 
parison with the finest architectural achievements of any European Capital. 

New York now controls her entire waterfront, has revolutionized much 
of her traffic by the erection of the new East River bridges, which were 
designed to present a dignified appearance beyond that obtained by fulfilling 
their structural requirements only, and is setting a high standard of City 
Planning in the laying out of territory brought under the City’s control by the 
creation of Greater New York, while the railroads have surpassed all previous 
attainments anywhere in providing for the City adequate artistic terminals. * 

Boston, having secured legislation creating a metropolitan district, including 
38 of the adjacent municipalities, has adopted the Commission method of 
handling the sewerage, water supply and park system throughout this wide 
area, and the Blue Stocking among cities is now vigorously working out a 
1915 program which aims at making Boston by that date the most highly 
developed city of America. 

Chicago, through the efforts of the Commercial Club, has a plan of which 
President Emeritus Eliot of Harvard, writing-in the Century, says: 

“Tt is the result of a systematic study, carried on during a period of thirty 
months, by committees of the Commercial Club, aided by architects, engineers, 
landscape architects, railroad experts, and other competent advisers—skilful 
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men, some of whom have been employed during the last three years, and some 
of whom studied the great problem of Chicago in earlier years. * * * 
The plan is not carried out in too great.detail, and yet it presents a complete 
ideal of civic conditions which unite beauty and dignity with permanent con- 
venience and the economical use of all forces, human, mechanical and animal, 
which contribute to the total welfare and efficiency of the population.” 

St. Louis, Pittsburgh, and cities down to the size of Rochester and 
Harrisburg, too numerous to mention here, are all on the move for permanent , 
improvements. Harrisburg has already proved the benefit of its wisdom, for 
the extra assessment voted by the taxpayers has only been partly drawn upon 
owing to the increased assessed values caused by the improvements already 
accomplished. Our own Winnipeg is now enjoying the wisdom of its once 
ridiculed wide streets, while Ottawa is developing in a way to excite national 
pride under the Improvement Commission, handsomely supported by the 
Dominion Government. 7" - . 

Three years ago the American Civic Association boasted that forty-four 
American cities had obtained expert reports for their improvements; this would 
be a small percentage of the number that have now proceeded upon the only 
scientific, economical and reasonable course to conserve and develop their 
resources as convenient, healthful, beautiful and enjoyable places of abode. 


One New Member 


‘The way in which every member of the Guild can best show approval 
of the work the Executive is now doing, and the important step of opening an 
office and engaging a permanent secretary, is to get at-least one new mem- 
ber. It is‘only by a greatly increased membership that the forward move- 
ment can be sustained and made effective. 

Adequately supported, the Guild work will be a very important factot 
in stimulating and directing the improvement of the City upon right lines. 
The sustaining membership fee is $5.00 a year; the ordinary membership fee 
$1.00 a year. The Guild’s address is 506 Kent Building. 


How ‘Toronto Grows 





~ $900. 1910. 
Area (in sq. miles) ........2...--.-04.- 17 28 
Buildings Permits issued .......,......5- 679 6,204 
Value 0... le cece cece eet e cette $1,888,066 $21,127,783 
1890-1900—Assessment decreased 8 per cent. 


1900-1910—Assessment increased 115 per cent. 


